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The Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the Town of Altavista, Virginia will be held 
in Town Council Chambers of Town Hall on Monday, August 2, 2021 beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

l. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Determination of a Quorum 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
 

5. Pledge of Allegiance & Invocation 
 

6. Approval of Minutes July 6, 2021 
 

7. Public Expression 
 

8. Public Hearings – None 
 

9. Old Business 
 

a. Town Council July 13, 2021 Public Hearings Update (Central Business District, Parking 
Exception, Use of Metal in Downtown Revitalization Overlay District). 
 

b. 2040 Comprehensive Plan Kick Off 
 

10. New Business - None 
 

 
10. Adjournment 

 
All meetings are livestreamed and can be viewed on the Town’s website at www.altavistava.gov 

Next Meeting: Monday, September 6, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 



The Altavista Planning Commission held a regularly scheduled meeting on July 6, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 
in Council Chambers at Town Hall, located at 510 7th Street, Altavista, Virginia. 

Members present - John Jordan, Chairman 
    Marie Mitchell, Vice Chair 
    Marvin Clements 
    Reggie Bennett, Vice Mayor 
    Jennifer Morton 
 
Staff present  - Sharon D. Williams, AICP, Community Development Director 
    John Eller, Town Attorney 
    Crystal Hailey, Administrative Assistant 
    Amanda “Amie” Owens, Assistant Town Manager 
    George Sandridge, Main Street Coordinator 
     
 
CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman John Jordan called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 

Chairman Jordan confirmed a quorum, as all Planning Commission members were present. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Chairman Jordan asked if there were any amendments to be made to the agenda, to which there 
were none. Upon a motion by Vice Mayor Reggie Bennett and seconded by Vice Chair Marie 
Mitchell, the Planning Commission voted 5-0 to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & INVOCATION: 

Chairman Jordan delivered the Invocation and afterwards, the Planning Commission recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Upon a motion made by Vice Mayor Bennett and seconded by Vice Chair Mitchell, the Planning 
Commission voted 5-0 to approve the minutes from their June 7, 2021, meeting.  
 
PUBLIC EXPRESSION: 

Chairman Jordan opened the floor for public comment. 

Mr. Ryan Claeys, 1013 Broad Street, Altavista, came forward and stated he had spoken with 
Councilman Tim George about the expansion of the trail system. He shared that Mr. George had 
recommended that he attend the meeting and share his thoughts. 



Chairman Jordan recommended that Mr. Claeys attend the Recreation Committee meeting, as they 
were the body best able to act on his suggestions. 

Assistant Town Manager Amie Owens informed Mr. Claeys that the Recreation Committee met 
the third Tuesday of every month at 5:30 p.m. and the next meeting was July 20, 2021. 

Ms. Williams shared that Planning Commission was updating the Comprehensive Plan over the 
next year and recreation would be an area addressed. She stated updates would be posted to the 
town’s website and social media pages. 

There being no additional speakers to come forward, the public comment period was closed. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

a. Ordinance Amendment #OA-21-08: Food Banks & Home Occupations in the 
Downtown Revitalization Overlay (DRO) 

Chairman Jordan opened the public hearing at 5:09 p.m. 

Ms. Williams gave an overview of the amendment to Sec. 86-427. She stated that food pantries 
were allowed in the C-2 (General Commercial) and M (Industrial) zoning districts and explained 
that it was not permitted in the Downtown Revitalization Overlay (DRO) District. Ms. Williams 
informed the Commission that a local ministry had opened a food bank in the DRO and had not 
understood that it was in an overlay district. She stated that due to the Coronavirus pandemic the 
town had not taken enforcement action against the food bank. Ms. Williams said that there had 
been minimal impact since it opened; however, due to the potential nuisance, staff recommended 
that it be permitted with a Special Use Permit (SUP). Ms. Williams stated the second amendment 
was related to the requirement for home-based businesses to have a SUP. She explained it was the 
opinion of staff that it was not needed, as the home occupation regulations kept home-based 
businesses from being nuisances. Ms. Williams stated the town as part of its revitalization efforts, 
desired to have more people living and working downtown, as such that requirement was not 
necessary. She stated staff recommended approval of the amendment.  

With no citizens coming forward to speak, Chairman Jordan closed the public hearing at 5:17 p.m. 

Chairman Jordan reminded the Commissioners that the public hearing was for two separate 
amendments to Sec. 86-427 of the Zoning Ordinance: 1) to permit food banks/pantries in the DRO 
with a Special Use Permit; and 2) remove the requirement for a SUP for home occupations in the 
DRO. 

Upon a motion made by Vice Chair Marie Mitchell and seconded by Mrs. Jennifer Morton, the 
Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the ordinance amendment as presented. 
 
b. Ordinance Amendment #OA-21-09: Sec 86-454 Home Occupation Regulations 

Chairman Jordan opened this public hearing at 5:18 p.m. 

Ms. Williams gave the Planning Commission an overview of the amendment. She stated staff had 
discussed whether home occupations should be permitted in accessory structures. Ms. Williams 



informed the Commission that home occupations were only permitted in an accessory structure 
with a Special Use Permit (SUP). She explained that the Zoning Ordinance allowed home craft 
businesses, which by nature created noise, debris, and would normally be conducted outdoors or 
in an accessory structure. Ms. Williams stated that it was the opinion of staff that the primary factor 
was that a home occupation be limited to a certain percentage of a building rather than the type of 
structure; therefore, a SUP was not necessary. Ms. Williams recommended approval of the 
amendment. 

With no citizens coming forward regarding this matter, Chairman Jordan closed the public hearing 
at 5:23 p.m. 

Upon a motion made by Vice Mayor Reggie Bennett and seconded by Vice Chair Mitchell, the 
Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend Town Council amend Sec 86-454 to permit home 
occupations in either a dwelling, or accessary structure with a maximum floor space of 25% to be 
used for the business.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

a. Solar Energy Facilities Discussion 
Ms. Williams informed the Commission that at the Regional Planners meeting held at the Central 
Virginia Planning District Commission (CVPDC) members raised concerns about regulating solar 
energy facilities and the nuisances that were created, with an emphasis on erosion and sediment 
control. She stated some localities had decided not to approve new facilities and other had decided 
not to address the use until they had updated their Comprehensive Plans. Ms. Williams stated that 
attendees ask CVPDC staff to facilitate a half day workshop with an industry expert for Planners 
and E&S Administrators to better understand how to the issue should be regulated. 

Chairman Jordan referenced a recent article from the News & Advance newspaper and quoted a 
remark made by Campbell County’s Planning Commission Chairman Dean Monroe in the article: 
“I prefer the Campbell County Planning Commission not recommend approval of any further solar 
projects until such a time as commissioners and the board have finalized recommendations of 
general policies that can be used as conditions on future Special Use Permits for solar projects.” 
Chairman Jordan suggested the Town of Altavista follow the Campbell County Planning 
Commission’s lead and utilize the county’s general policies, if applicable for Altavista, or the town 
should create their own. He stressed that it should be done correctly. 

Ms. Williams informed the Commission that training was tentatively scheduled for September, 
and she would provide updates later. 

b. 2040 Comprehensive Plan Update 
Ms. Williams informed the Commission that July 1 began the official kick-off of the 
Comprehensive Plan update. She stated that the Central Virginia Planning District Commission 
(CVPDC) would assist with the updates and would attend the next Planning Commission meeting 
to discuss it with the Commissioners. 

Vice Mayor Bennet asked if it was important to have the 2020 Census data for the update. 



Ms. Williams answered that it was extremely important. She said that it was one component that 
the CVPDC would update, along with the charts and maps in the current plan. Ms. Williams 
explained the town had little access to technology and would rely on CVPDC for electronic data 
gathering though surveys. She explained that she wanted to spend time in the community gathering 
feedback. She said that with an aging population, the town cannot expect all citizens to be 
comfortable completing an online survey. Ms. Williams shared that it has been her experience that 
meetings held at Town Hall were not well attended and it was her intent to make multiple 
presentations around town. She stated the goal was to have the plan completed by June 30, 2022. 

New Business: 
There were no new business items to discuss. 
 
Adjournment: 
Chairman Jordan adjourned the meeting at 5:38 p.m. 

 

________________________________       _____________________________________ 
John Jordan          Sharon D. Williams, AICP 
Planning Commission Chair        Planning Commission Secretary 
































